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How To Tear Down Your Jericho

Joshua 5:13-6:24

Introduction: In the Amazon Forest of South America one can see very big fig trees.  These fig trees grow very tall and wide.  It is very interesting to know how they grow.  In the beginning they are little plants that begin to grow around a large tree.  Little by little the small fig tree grows around that large tree till one day that tree is totally covered by the interweaved branches of the fig tree.  That tree now is surrounded by the fig three which became in time a thick and strong wall and soon the tree inside will die.  It doesn’t seem fair to me that those large and tall fig tree should grow by killing another tree but that’s how nature works sometimes.  Even in our lives there are sometimes walls that try to suffocate us and which seem invincible.  

In our passage from Joshua 5 and 6, Israel is ready to begin the process of taking the Promised Land.  After forty years in the wilderness they crossed the Jordan under the leadership of Joshua and stopped in the front of Jericho, the first strong fortress that they had to conquer.  The problem was that Jericho was surrounded by two high and strong stonewalls.  The outer wall was 20 feet tall and 6 feet wide.  The inner wall was 30 feet tall and 12 feet wide.  These two walls were separated by a 15-foot wide, guarded walkway.  Israel’s army had many courageous and strong men but their only military gear were swords, spears, and arrows.  Humanly speaking it was impossible for them to tear down and conquer such a fortress.  But the walls had to be brought down and the city conquered because they stood between them and the Promised Land.  All God’s best for them, the Promised Land or the land of milk and honey lay behind those walls.  If they were to get what God had best for them these walls had to come down.

In our lives on this earth sometimes we too face impenetrable strong walls that stand between us and what God has best for us.  They grow around us like those fig trees limiting and suffocating us.  God wants us to live our lives fully and experience the best yet there appear sometimes walls that stand between God, restraining and confining us.  What walls do we have in our lives?  What is it that keeps us from experiencing the best God has for us?  

-For some of us it might be a painful illness, for others a stressful situation at home or at work, for some maybe some un-confessed sin that keeps us captive, for some it can be an uncertain future, for others maybe a bad attitude, such us an unforgiving spirit, pride, or anger, and still for some it might be spiritual coldness and indifference toward God and His Church.  Whatever wall you are facing the good news today is that God can tear it down regardless how big, strong, and impenetrable that wall might seem to you and me.

Joshua and his people followed God’s instructions and Jericho’s strong walls collapsed and the city was conquered.  Let’s look at the steps for tearing down the walls of Jericho that Joshua and his people followed and do the same in our lives to see our walls torn down:

1. Recognize God’s Presence.  

The first step is to recognize God’s presence.  Starting with v.13 is says here that Joshua was surveying the city and its walls probably to try to device a plan.  He was concerned and mystified by what he was seeing but still trying somehow to find a solution and device a plan.  Yet he looks up and sees a man standing before him with a drawn sword.  Joshua asks him, “Are you one of us or one of our adversaries?”  And as we read in v.14 the man replied, “Neither; but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.”  Joshua realizes that this is no ordinary meeting.  He understands that in fact he stands in the presence of Lord.  Biblical scholars suggest that this divine being is in fact Jesus Himself.  This is an appearance of Jesus before His birth and incarnation into our world and there are several such instances in the Old Testament.  Joshua realizes that he is in fact in the presence of God and that God himself has come to help him.  

When we face critical barriers and strong walls in our lives we like Joshua need first to look for God’s presence and seek to be in His presence.  It is only as we seek God and desire to be in His presence that we will receive strength and understanding as well as His own help.  

There are three things that Joshua does next and which we need to do also if we want to see strong walls of opposition and pain removed from our life:

First, he bows down before the Lord.  This shows an attitude of humility and reverence.  He realizes that before God faithful people bow down and shows reverence, and this is what he does.  He recognizes God’s might and authority and shows reverence.  How do we treat our God?  Do we treat Him with reverence and surrender?  He knows our problems and the barriers in our lives that keep us from blessings and He is ready to intervene but how do we treat Him?  We need to bow down before Him and show reverence if we want to see His miraculous intervention in our lives.

1Peter 5:6, “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time.”
Hebrews 12:28-29 says, "Let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our "God is a consuming fire." 
Second, he worships God.  He was concerned and confused yet he comes before God to worship Him.  We have to give worship priority in our lives.  In spite of walls of restriction and opposition in our lives, whatever these walls might be we have to faithfully and constantly worship God, at home and at church.  If we worship God in times of hardships and opposition that shows that we love Him and we depend on Him, if not that shows that we ignore Him.    

Illustration: We read in Acts 16 that Paul and Silas were put in prison in Philippi for preaching the gospel, yet although it was midnight they were praising God and worshipping Him.  The walls around them was the wall of a prison, they could have not escaped from there, yet God freed them.  In the middle of the night while they were worshipping there was an earthquake so violent that all the foundations of that prison was shaken and the doors open so that God’s children be freed.  They were worshipping God and God was taking the walls that kept them captive away.

We have walls in our lives that keep us captive and restrict us from experiencing God’s best for us.  We should let God take care of them while we do our part, namely worshipping Him faithfully and constantly.

Third, he made himself available to God.  He says next, “What do you command your servant my Lord?”  In other words, “Lord I am surrendering my life to you, what do you want me to do?”  Joshua put his life at the disposition of God.  We should do the same if we want God to tear down our Jericho walls.  See many times we tell God what to do for us but how many times do we say, “God what do you want me do for you?”  

Illustration:  I have a very good friend whom I met in Louisville, KY and who is now a missionary in Romania.  He formed a missionary agency, which supports missionaries and pastors in Romania, and he himself spends a lot of time on the mission field.  Several years ago he discovered he had stomach cancer.  He was a successful businessman running a successful company in Louisville when one day the doctor told him he has cancer.  He prayed and prayed to God for healing.  He had surgery and they cut more than half out.  They told him that even with half out they don’t guarantee total healing.  But God healed him and he has been cancer free ever since.  God healed him as he prayed for, yet one day he asked God, “God what do you want me to do for you?  You did so much for me but what do you want me to do for you?”  And God told him, “I want you to sell your business and go as a missionary to Romania.”  And he did and he has experienced the best God had for him.  

Surrender your life to God and He will bring down the walls that keep you captive and in suffering.  Tell God, “Lord this is what I want you to do in my life,” but then also tell God, “What do you want me to do for you, Lord?”  So first Joshua recognizes God’s presence and as a result shows reverence, worships, and surrenders his life to God.

2. Follow God’s Plan.

The first step is recognize God’s presence, second follow God’s plan.  As we see in chp. 6:2 God tells Joshua that He had already given him victory.  God says here, “See I have handed Jericho over to you, along with its king and soldiers…” God has already brought the walls down, but Joshua and Israel still had to fulfill every detail from God’s plan. 

What this means for us is that God in His mercy and love to us has already brought all walls of suffering and opposition down.  He doesn’t want any wall to restrict and limit our lives, yet He also wants us to follow His plans.  Why?  Because this shows obedience and faithfulness on our part.  Now why are there still walls in our lives?  Because we don’t want to follow God’s plans.  We want to enjoy the Promised Land, but we want to follow our own plans.  The problem is that our own plans don’t always lead to freedom and blessings.  God has a will and a plan for each one of us and it is only as we are following God’s plans that we will experience joy and victory in life.  So check your plans in life and make sure they are compatible with God’s will if you want the best that God has for you.

Illustration: James writes in his letter about the importance of double checking our plans with God.  He says in chp.4 of his letter, “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a town and spend a year there doing business and making money.’ Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will bring.  What is your life?  For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.  Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that’” (13-15). 

James points out here one of the most essential life truth and principle.  What he says is that life is short and there are basically only two possibilities in life: waist it or truly live it.  If we truly want to live our lives, if we don’t want to waist them, then we have to double check our life goals and plans and make sure they are made according to God’s will and purpose for us.  Other way we will waist our lives.  The symptoms of people who live wasteful lives are: dissatisfaction, stress, unhappiness, grumbling, and complaining.  Regardless of what they have or accomplish in life, people who follow their own plans will still be dissatisfied, while people who follow God’s plans, even though they might not have much they will always be happy and fulfilled.

Now look at God’s plan.  They were to march once around the city, with all the warriors circling the city and seven priests bearing seven trumpets of ram’s horns before the ark of the Lord for six days.  Then on the seventh day they should have marched seven times around the city and when the marching was over the priests should have blown the trumpets and all the people shout with a great shout.  When this was done to the last detail, the walls will fall flat.  They did so and it happened exactly as God said.  The walls fell flat.  There is a very important aspect at this point that we should take into consideration:

God’s plan was simple physically but complex spiritually.  Simple because it did not required a lot of hard work and energy.  They only had to march once for six day, and seven times on the seventh day, then blown the trumpets and shout.  It was simple from a physical point of view but it was deep and complex from a spiritual point of view.

Can you imagine those on the walls laughing at them every day and ridiculing them?   Probably they were throwing all kinds of things at them.  Joshua and his people could have said, “O not again, why do we have to do it again tomorrow and the next day, and the next, can’t God make these walls come down already?”  God could but He wanted to see deep faith and perseverance.  And they all obeyed.  They all said, “If God said so this is what we will do!”  This was their attitude, “We do exactly what God said…” 

This shows authentic faith and perseverance in doing God’s work and fulfilling His will for us.  Our lives are pretty much cyclical.  God calls each one of us to do few things but do them faithfully and with dedication even though we have to do them over and over again.  Sometimes He might call us to do the same things differently but again the point is to do them faithfully and with devotion.  In whatever we do we have to show deep faith, devotion, and perseverance.  Listen to what God’s Word says in Colossians 3:15-4:1: 
”Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands love your wives and do not be embittered against them. Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart. Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.” 

Wherever we serve God, in our homes or churches, or at work we have to do it with dedication and perseverance.  The walls are not coming down in our lives because we quit following God’s plans.  We see even Christian believers saying, “I don’t want to be a parent anymore, or love my spouse, attend church, do this job and that, or be an example at my job place, and so on…” In doing this we raise walls around us, instead of having them fall flat.

God is calling us this morning to faithfulness and perseverance in following His will for our lives.  If He gave us a plan to follow in life we have to fulfill it with devotion and be perseverant, and then the walls in our lives will come down.  Listen all the great heroes of faith we read about in the Bible, men like Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, the apostles in the New Testament, they were not perfect people, yet they all showed obedience to God and perseverance in fulfilling His will for their lives, and they all saw many strong walls coming down. 

3. Seek God’s Prize

The last step in making the walls of Jericho come down was seek God’s prize and this had to do more with what happened after the walls came down.  The walls came down and they conquered the city but Joshua instructs them very carefully on how to achieve the right prize.  Normally they should have taken all they wanted especially captives and make them their slaves.  But they did how Joshua commanded them.  In v.24 we read, “They burned down the city and everything in it; only the silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron they put into the treasury of the house of the Lord…” 

What we see here is that they were to destroy everything except the gold, silver, bronze, and iron that could be used for the house of God.  What this means for us is that when God brings walls down in our lives we should keep seeking God’s prize and not other prizes.  God’s prize for them was the Promised Land, yet in the process of getting it however they could have fall into the temptation to take things and objects that were sinful or related to a sinful lifestyle.  And Joshua said “No, keep the main thing the main thing, and God will give you His prize and reward which much more fulfilling then what you may want from this city…”
When God liberates us and brings walls of suffering, hardships, and weaknesses down in our lives we should not cling to anything that has to do with these walls.  For example, if God brings down a wall of illness I should not cling back to that illness.  I should rather say, “God healed me and I am healed.”  

Illustration: I know a person whose pain is moving from place to place.  One time her head is hurting.  Then she says, “O God healed me, my head is not hurting anymore, but the next day, her back is hurting and so on.  When God heals, He heals holistically so don’t cling back to the old illness.  The same if a wall of hate and animosity between you and somebody else came down.  If God helped you to forgive then don’t cling back to what happened.  Don’t say, “I forgave him or her, but know what he or she did to me, I wish nobody will happen to them…”  “Don’t cling back to fallen walls but focus on God’s glorious prize for your life.  If God brought down a wall that had to do with vices and tempers don’t go back to that fallen wall and start raise it again.  If God tells you deep down in your heart, “Don’t be greedy, I blessed you financially so that you can bless others and advance my kingdom on earth, don’t build a wall around your wallet, but be a joyful giver, and God will give you more back.  
A last aspect at this point is don’t seek victory for selfish motives.  Joshua realized that the fallen city of Jericho might become a source for selfish motives and might make the Israelites forgive that they were on a God called mission.   In that is why in v.18 he tells them, “As for you keep away from the things devoted to destruction so as not to covet and take any of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel an object for destruction…”

This has to do with human greet and selfishness, and God who knows we are prone to seeking the wrong things in life as well as become greedy and selfish is telling us this morning, “Keep away from the wrong things, don’t let the wrong things become your idols, and don’t let your heart become selfish…”
Illustration: A teacher in a Christian college was very respected by students and her colleagues and she really impacted her students through her courses and preparing them for Christian service.  One day she met a president from a famous college and he proposed her to teach at that school for double the salary.  She accepted soon to discover that the students at the new school were not that interested in her teaching.  She accepted the new job out of selfish motives that God did not bless her in the new job.  Finally she quit and return to her old Christian College where she was needed and respected, although her salary as smaller.

God does not bring walls down in our lives so that we can fulfill our selfish needs but to serve others and be a blessing for them.  That is why is important to always seek God’s prize and not our own.
Conclusion:  God wants to bring down any Jericho wall into your life, so that you can enjoy the best that he has for so come to him this morning and rededicate your life.  When Mary ask Angel Gabriel, “How can it be that I will bear a child since I am a virgin,” the Angel answered, “For nothing will be impossible with God.”  Maybe you are asking yourself ”How can this be?  How can this issue, problem, suffering, or inability can be solved, or lifted up from me? How cans this strong wall in my life come down?”  Hear the answer this morning, “Nothing is impossible with God!”  
Seek always His presence, make worship a priority, and ask Him humbly to give you the power to follow His plan for your life.  Pray this morning to him and say, “Heavenly Father show me your will for my life and take away anything from my life that will hinder me to fulfill it,” and will gladly do it just as He did it with Joshua and his people when He torn down the walls of Jericho.  Amen.           
